
FoCo Trash Mob & BFFP 2021 Brand Audit Ask

Less than 9% of plastics is recycled in the US, according to the EPA. Most plastic packaging
was never designed for recycling in the first place, for example food and candy wrappers. Even
for what is "recycled", much of it is downcycled, which ultimately produces future trash. The
plastics industry has known all along but will not publicly admit that we CANNOT recycle our
way out of this plastic pollution crisis. We need to make producers more responsible for the
plastics they put out into the market, getting them to rethink and redesign plastic products and
packaging towards more sustainable alternatives.

You may have heard of the Break Free from Plastic (BFFP) movement, a global movement
envisioning a future free from plastic pollution. One of their most widely recognized reports is
the annual Brand Audit Report (see this video for a quick overview).  Each year, tens of
thousands of volunteers all over the world organize brand audits to identify the sources of
plastic waste, and the corporations behind producing these. This report is widely used and
reported, naming the top polluting corporations and also calling out their false solutions such as
recycling which has many limitations and only addresses a tiny part of the problem.

Well, now you can be part of this Brand Audit! There’s a simple action you can take NOW to
take part in the new Brand Audit that is happening globally from now until September 10, 2021.

We have made it super easy for you to do in-home plastic trash auditing! We need your help
collecting the important global data that is used to help achieve legislation/promotion of plastic
bans and Extended Producer Responsibility! Please share this out with your networks: Join
the over 30 FoCo households auditing in 2021!

Watch this 3 minute video to get an overview of the Brand Audit.

Action Step 1: Just collect all your household's plastic-only trash for a week- i.e. a seven
consecutive day period. This includes plastic wrappers, bags, films, and EVEN plastic
containers and bottles that you would normally recycle.

Action Step 2: After collecting plastic trash over the seven day period, choose one of the
following ways to enter the data:

Option A: Please fill out the excel spreadsheet we send to you and return it to
focotrashmob@gmail.com We will take care of it!
Option B: If you or your organization wish to register your own plastic trash audit, and take the
training, you can do so - here’s a toolkit on BFFP's website to help you. You will enter the data
into the BFFP website yourself. If you still need more info on how to do this, please contact us.

Important info regarding above:

https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/plastics-material-specific-data
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lauratenenbaum/2019/05/15/these-three-plastic-recycling-myths-will-blow-your-mind/?sh=5b0b3c6a75f0
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/plastics-industry-insiders-reveal-the-truth-about-recycling/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/plastics-industry-insiders-reveal-the-truth-about-recycling/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebEDFFgv4FY&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARWo_FeInb0
mailto:focotrashmob@gmail.com
https://www.breakfreefromplastic.org/brandaudittoolkit/


● If you choose Option A above, please get us your info by September 10, 2021.

● If you’d like to be more involved, please contact focotrashmob@gmail.com

Both individual and systemic change are needed to combat climate change!
“The problem requires sustained contributions from every corner of industry, every
level of government, every academic institution, every foundation and philanthropist,
and from all of us as individuals.” — L. Rafael Reif, Boston Globe

mailto:focotrashmob@gmail.com
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/19/opinion/super-wicked-problem-climate-change-is-our-earthshot/

